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et  thl  r^TTUi  of  Jt&  irzs*.  jar  crets  and  in  tie  jitter  of 

THE  ILL-TREaTWIT  Oi-'  *•*  EiUNCRS  CF  VaR  DUREJB  THE  EUILDTNG 

of  el:  ran«ui-KiRi3awT  ro*d  b eu.-zen  april  and  august  1945. 

a.  r  f  ?  p  a  •■:  i.t. 

I,  TEJCriT  H£TETT,  Ifcjor,  Royal  Aruy  Medical  Corps,  with  permanent 
address  at  R.A.K.C.  Officers'  Reas,  Killbank,  London,  S,!7.1.#  make 
oath  and  say  us  follows «- 

1*  I  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  jupuneso  at  SEGAPORE  on  the  13th  Fet 

ruory  1942  and  after  passing  through  various  prisoner  of  war  camps  I  oomnenced 
the  Journey  from  NAKOP  FATOP  on  ti  e  11th  April  1945  for  purpose  of  proceed 
to  a  jungle  camp  which  was  being  used  for  the  accommodation  of  prisoners  of  w& 
enlaced  on  the  building  of  the  I®lOUI-KIRIKHAIT  Road.  The  party  of  prisoners 
which  left  HAKON  PaTON  as  aforesaid  consisted  of  about  six  to  seven  hundred  me 
and  two  officers,  one  of  whom  was  Captain  CaYLEY*  R.A.M.C.*  aad  the  other  myst 

2.  On  the  13th  April  1945  70  arrived  at  the  sc-called  Base  Camp,  ale 
referred  to  as  KIRIEHAN  Camp,  and  from  thero  sot  out  on  a  march  towards  the 
Jungle.  Eiis  march  took  four  days  and  on  the  17th  ijpril  I  arrived  at  the  so- 
called  TOP  Camp  with  about  half  the  complement  oi'  prisoners  who  had  originally 
set  out  from  NAPTOr  FATON.  The  other  half  atayod  at  a  camp  about  4  kilometres 
short  of  tho  TOP  Camp  under  the  comaand  of  the  said  Captain  CAYLEY. 

3.  The  TOT  Comp  had  boon  used  for  the  accommodation  of  coolies  who  hi 
loft  before  we  arrived.  There  wore  throe  very  broker,  down  huta,  one  without  a 

{  roof.  Thia  was  tho  season  whon  it  rained  almost  continuously  and  in  view  of  t: 

!  fact  that  the  huts  wero  situated  in  a  ravino  surrounded  by  high  trees,  we  neve 
had  the  chance  to  dry  our  kit  and  clothing. 

4.  The  food  consisted  of  rice  and  dry  vegetables  and  was  so  short  ir 
1  quantity  that  after  about  3  weeks  most  of  the  prisoners  wore  suffering  from  be 

•  beri  und  other  deficiency  diseases.  Addod  to  the  shortogo  of  food,  prisoners 

;  wore  subjected  to  excessive  work,  and  I  remember  a  period  when  work  went  on  fi 

i  about  0830  in  the  morning  until  2  or  3  o'clock  tho  following  morning.  TThen  tl 

was  the  case  there  was  no  opportunity  for  prisoners  to  have  meals  in  canp,  anc 
buckets  of  rice  and  vegetable  stow  hud  to  be  sent  out  to  tho  working  site. 

3.  The  sick-rate  which  had  been  about  3°  or  40  men  per  day  rose  oftc 

i  about  3  weeks  to  60  to  70  men  pur  day,  tho  moot  usual  complaints  being  defic¬ 
iency  disoases  and  malaria.  In  view  of  the  high  sick-rate,  as  aforesaid,  I 
hud  to  ask  for  some  of  the  worst  cases  to  be  evacuated.  This  was  always  ref  us. 

|  At  that  time  the  Japanese  officers  in  command  were  Lt.  KQNDa*  Lt.  SAITO  and 
another  Lieutenant  whose  namo  I  do  net  know.  Those  three  officers  inspocted  t 
sick  perado  evory  morning  and  usually  agreed  with  my  assessment  of  their  obill 
to  work  or  to  be  excused  from  work  as  tho  case  may  be.  Apart  from  their  refue 

j  to  permit  the  evacuation  of  the  worst  cases  I  have  no  particular  complaint 

against  these  japunose  officers,  except  that  the  officer  whoso  name  I  do  not 
j  knew,  and  who  spoko  quite  good  English,  insisted  on  sick  ptsontrs  (permission 
1  for  whose  evacuation  I  had  at  last  obtained  after  unsuccessful  attempts  lostir 
:  about  3  to  4  weeks)  carrying*  apart  from  their  o wn  kit,  two  picks  eaoh  whon 
[  they  wero  finally  evacuvtod.  This  evacuation  had  to  take  place  on  foot  over  a 
,  distance  of  about  17  kilomctros.  Those  prisoners  who  were  unable  to  walk  had 
J  to  bo  carried  by  their  comrudus  on  improvised  stretchors. 

j 6.  Medical  supplies  wore  practically  non-existent.  This  was  due  to  the 

I  fact  that  tho  japuneso  medical  officer  in  charge  of  MAEOK  PATON  Hospital  had  re 

*  fviped  to  provide  me  with  any  medical  supplies  when  the  party  left  KaXQN  TaTOK 
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2. 

nn  get  out  in  paragraph  1  above*  surjeant-lflijor  MKUTA  whom  I  hot.’ 
recognise  as  No*  281  on  plate  23  noted  as  go-between  and  messenger 
between  the  TCT  C-mp  and  ILJtOr  P..TOJT.  1»  epite  of  the  fact  that  ho 
T/a a  frequently  told  to  bring  medical  supplies  with  him  when  he  returned 
from  NAKON  PATQT  he  never  hroughi  such  supplies  and  I  suspected  that  he 
sold  them  on  the  way  to  coolies  in  order  to  obtuin  money  for  his  own 
benefit. 

7.  Tin  spite  of  the  conditions  described  above,  no  deaths  occurred 

among  prisoners  of  war  at  this  camp.  ( jf  u  total  of  about  1,000  prisoners 
of  war,  however,  who  had  sot  out  from  NiHOF  Pj  2T02T  for  the  purpose  of 
building  tho  MCRGUI-IOPIKIlrl!  Head,  about  25°  tho  t>Q3t  of  knowledge 
died  in  the  space  of  oJbout  4  months  owing  to  lack  of  modical  supplios,  . 
overwork,  inadequate  food  supplies  and  tho  deplcrcblo  living  conditions. j 

STTOHtT  by  tho  said  VUJCUTT  EENNTT) 
at  6  spring  cordons  in  the  city  ) 

of  \estminstor  this  1st  day  of  )  (signed)  V.  ECKITETT. 

I.prch  1%6.  ) 


Before  me, 

(Signed)  F.  HONIG. 

Captain  Legal  staff. 

Military  Department, 

judge  Advocate  General's  Office,  London. 

Examined  with  original  affidavit  at  H.C4.  aLFSEa  this 
sixteenth  day  of  *tpril  1946  and  certified  a  true  copy. 

(Signed)  E.L.  ZHGLAZCII. 

Lt .Col. ,  Legal  Staff, 

‘.'or  Crimes  Logoi  section, 
ALFSEa,  Singapore. 
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